DEBATE ON THE ARMY.                   [FEB. 1.

attention to their own interest, since they must for their
own security preserve their own barrier from being seized
by France. By this act they incur no new expense, they
provoke no enemies, nor give any assistance to the queen
of Hungary, by winch they can raise either resentment in
one part, or gratitude in the other ; and therefore it is not
hard to perceive that, whatever is pretended, the Dutch
hitherto observe the most exact laws of neutrality; and it
is too evident, that if they refuse their assistance, we have
very little to hope from a war with France.

Nor is this the only objection against the present mea-
sures ; for it is geneially, and not without sufficient reason
suspected, that the real assistance of the queen of Hun-
gary is not intended, since the troops which have been
hired under that pretence, are such as cannot march against
the emperour. It is known, that the Hessians have ab-
solutely refused to infringe the constitution of the German
body, by attacking him who is by a legal grant acknow-
ledged its head; nor is it easy to conceive, why there should
be a different law for Hanover than for the other electorates.

The long stay of the troops in Flanders, a place where
there is no enemy to encounter, nor ally to assist, is a suf-
ficient proof that there is nothing more designed than that
the troops of Hanover shall loiter on the verge of war, and
receive their pay for feasting in their quarters, and show-
ing their arms at a review; and that they in reality design
nothing but to return home with full pockets, and enjoy
the spoils of Britain.

There may, indeed, be another reason, my lords, which
hinders the progress of the united forces, and by which the
Britons and Hanoverians maybe both affected, though not
both in the same degree. It is by no means unlikely, that
the king of Prussia has forbidden them to advance, and
declared, that the king who was chosen by his suffrage
shall be supported by his arms; if this be his resolution,
he is well known to want neither spirit nor strength to
avow and support it; and there are reasons sufficient to
convince us, that he has declared it, and that our troops
ara now patiently waiting the event of a negotiation ty